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barometer are limited, and there is a periodicity in the occur-
rence of the winds and rains, produced by certain special and I
well-defined conditions. Hence, says the author-

" We are therefore justified in strongly advocating the
favourable condition of the climate of Algiers for invalids, and
in stating that it unites advantages which will be sought in
vain in any of the other stations on the Mediterranean, and
which can only be obtained in the more remote climate of
Madeira. "-p. 21.
With regard to the second and third sections we extract the

following general conclusions :-
" 1. The climatic conditions of the town of Algiers are very

favourable in disorders of the chest in general, and in phthisis
in particular.

" 2. Phthisis exists in Algiers amongst the emigrants as well
as amongst the indigenous races, but the disease is much more
rare than in France or on the coasts of the Mediterranean.

" 3. The increase of phthisis amongst the indigenous races
depends upon exceptional circumstances and upon causes which
are independent of the climate.

" 4. The favourable influence of the climate of Algiers is

very apparent in cases where it operates either in averting the
predisposition to phthisis or in combating the symptoms which
constitute the first stage of the disease.

"5. This influence is doubtful in the second stage of tuber-
culosis, and especially when the general symptoms predominate
over the local affection.
6. It is fatal in the third stage, when symptoms of soften.

ing and of disorganization have manifested themselves."-p. 60.
In conclusion, we may add that the memoir of Dr. de Pietra-

Santa will afford new and valuable material for utilization by
future systematic writers upon general medical climatology like
Dr. Scoresby-Jackson and Dr. Francis.

On the Immediate Treatment of Stricture of the Urethra by the
Employment of the " Stricture Dilator." By BARNARD
HOLT, F.R.C.S., Senior Surgeon to the Westminster Hos-
pital, &c. pp. 56. London: Churchill. 1861.

Irt this brochure Mr. Barnard Holt calls attention to his
favourite mode of treating stricture of the urethra, and lays
before the profession the results of his past experience. We (

may explain in a few words llr. Holt’s modus operandi, whicb
Consists in the introduction of the dilator (somewhat resembling
a split catheter) through the stricture, which is at once dilatei
to the normal calibre by the passage of a tube within the’blade!
of the dilator. We should have feared that such a summary
method of proceeding would have been fraught with danger tc
the patient; but judging from the cases here recorded, it ap
pears that there is a remarkable immunity from both imme
diate and remote bad consequences. Instead of the gradua
absorption of the tissue of a stricture, which has been hithert
held to be the best, if not the only, mode of cure, we have
sort of rent in the stricture substituted, as is shown by a lithe
graphic plate of the urethra of a man on whom the operatio
had been performed after death. The treatment, though bole
seems to have been satisfactory, and may be worthy of trial i

cases where a small instrument can be introduced into tb
bladder.

THE

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.

THOMAS RADFORD, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I have forwarded you (as nearly as I possibly can) a
verbatim copy of a letter I sent to Mr. Propert as soon as I
received his appeal for increased funds to extend the Royal
Medical Benevolent College, and as I have not had an answer
from him (which I requested) to give me his opinion on the
suggestions I made, I have decided to bring them before the
profession at this, T think, favourable time, as your journal
furnishes evidence that dissatisfaction exists in some quarters.
The tone and truth of your leading article on the llth instant,

ought to rouse the sympathies of the more prosperous members
of our profession, and doubtless there must be many well able
to respond to the call made by Mr. Propert amongst those (you
say 12,00 ) who have as yet lent no assistance to this noble
and benevolent institution. Whatever may actuate men, able
to assist in this good work, in withholding their pecuniary sup-
port from this institution, I am at a loss to understand, but at
any rate selfish calculations ought not to be grounds for such
apathy. The Medical Benevolent College is not based on prin-
ciples held by an assurance company, but it solely rests (as I
should imagine) for aid on the benevolence of those who, at the
time, expect never to require its assistance. However much I
approve of this valuable charity, and however great the respect
I have for its founder, I do not, and never shall, shrink from
expressing my opinion on its management, so far as I am able
to judge.

Letters containing valuable matter lose much of their force
and interest if anonymously inserted. If a man writes in a

good cause, he ought to avow his name in justice to himself; if
in a bad one, justice to others demands it.

I am, Sir, yours respectfully,
Manchester, Jan. 1862. THOMAS RADFORD, M.D.

(COPY.)
DEAR SIR,-I received your letter of appeal for funds for

the Royal Medical Benevolent College. I most sincerely con-
gratulate you on the success already attained. My desire is
and has been to assist and aid discriminately those of our
medical brethren (and their families) who have not been suc-
cessful in making provision for their necessities.
There are, however, several points in connexion with

the management and administration of the benefits of this
institution which, in my mind, require alteration. I have
sometimes thought a letter to a journal, to draw the attention
of the Council and of the subscribers, might be desirable, but I
now prefer just to state very briefly my views to you upon
some of them.

"1st. The system of canvassing for votes is very bad; by
which charity is superseded.

" 2nd. The certitioate and testimonial system is fraught with
great evil; interest, impudent and persevering application will
succeed whilst persons more modest, and of real desert, fail
"To rectifv these two evils, the Ccuncil, which no doubt is,

or ought to be, constituted of men of most conscientious prin-
ciples, ought alone to stand between the applicant and the
voter, and their (the Council’s) representation of the real state
of the case ought to be alone taken to warrant the voter to
dispense his interest. I am sure you have had the strongest
desire to have the widest range for the advantages of the in-
stitution to extend, and to have it governed by the most catholic
and impartial benevolent principles; and that thete should not
exist, or even appear to exist, the slightest approach to par-
tiality, or bear the character of centralization. But notwith-

standing this is my opinion in reference to your own intention,
yet I must confess I do think the constitution of the Council, and
the parts of the country in which the applicants are gpnerally
found to live, tend rather to show that some parts of England
are more privileged than others: depending-1st, on a prepon.
derating influence of the members of the Council; or 2ndly, on
more general distress in some districts than in others; or 3rdly,
on there being a greater number of subscribers in some counties
than in others.

" It appears to me the Council should consist of men who

practise different parts of the profession; and of those who re-
side in the metropolis, and also in the more important provin-
cial towns. It may be replied, that those who reside in the
provinces could not attend the meetings. Perhaps this may
be generally true, but at any rate there should be the oppor-
tunity ; and not only so, but when questions of vital importance
to the institution have to be considered and settled, voting
papers might properly be allowed to such members of the
Council or Committee who reside above -- miles from the
place of business. I have been struck with the paucity of ap-
plications for either educational or pensioner assistance front
the north, north-west, or western districts.

) " I have no other object in drawing your attention to these

questions, than a sincere desire to see your most benevolent
, and laudable efforts crowned (as I am sure you wish) with sue-
. cess. I shall be glad to have your opinion on these suggestions.

I readily comply with your request, and will forward a post-
office order for .62  2s. " Yours very truly,

" To John Propert, Esq., 
I THOMAS RADFORD.

, New Cavendish-street, London, Dec. 29th, 1861."


